sc. r.                  KING HENRY IV.                    J,89

Which he in this adventure hath surpriz'd,
To his own use he keeps ; and sends me word,
I shall have none but Mordake earl of Fife.

WEST. This is his uncle's teaching, this is Wor-
cester,

Malevolent to you in all aspectsl;
Which makes him prune himself2, and bristle up
The crest of youth against your dignity.

K. HEN. But I have sent for him to answer this;
And, for this cause, awhile we must neglect
Our holy purpose to Jerusalem.
Cousin, on Wednesday next our council we
Will hold at Windsor, so * inform the lords :
But come yourself with speed to us again ;
For more is to be said, and to be done,
Than out of anger can be uttered3.

WEST. I will, my liege.                       \Exeunt.

* Folio, and so.

battle of Otterbourne by an ancestor of the present Earl of Eg-
linton.    TOLLET.

Percy could not refuse the Earl of Fife to the King; for being
a prince of the blood royal, (son to the Duke of Albany, brother
to King Robert III.) Henry might justly claim him by his ac-
knowledged military prerogative. STEEVENS.

1  Malevolent to you in all aspects ;]    An astrological allusion.
Worcester is represented as a malignant star that influenced the
conduct of Hotspur.    HENLEY.

2  Which makes him PRUNE himself,]    The metaphor is taken
from a cock, who in his pride prunes himself; that is, picks off
the loose feathers to smooth the rest.    To prune and to plume,
spoken of a bird, is the same.    JOHNSON.

Dr. Johnson is certainly right in his choice of the reading. So,
in The Cobler's Prophecy, 1994>:

" Sith now thou dost butpw/e thy wings,
" And make thy feathers gay."
Again, in Greene's Metamorphosis, 1613 :

" Pride makes the fowl to prune his feathers so."
But I am not certain that the verb to prune is justly interpreted.
In The Booke of Haukynge, &c. (commonly called The Booke
of St. Albans,) is the following account of it: '* The haukeproi-
neth when she fetcheth oyle with her beake over the taile, and
anointeth her feet and her fathers. Shzplumeth when she pull-
eth fethers of anie foule and casteth them from tier." STEEVENS,